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Monthly Meeting  
Bring Your Best Summer Boating Story! 

 
Annual Fish Fry 

Fried Flounder, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans & Hush Puppies along 
with drinks provided by FSPS 

Bring a side dish to complement 
 

Rosa Whitmore’s home  

1510 Marlborough Road  

Fayetteville, NC  28304 

Phone:  910 308-8116 (cell)  

Commander’s Brief 
ALERT:  The Wildlife Expo scheduled for September 22 at the Pechmann Center has been cancelled due to 

construction that is presently happening at the center and roadwork around the area.  We can look forward to 

next year. 

School is back in session and summer fun and boating have come to an end.  Although there is still plenty of 

good weather ahead of us here in North Carolina, boating and beach activities seem to wane as we approach 

fall.  However, avid fishermen will be out everywhere trying to catch those “big ones” as they migrate south 

for warmer waters.  Thus, FSPS will host its annual fish fry on Saturday, September 29.  Please see the flyer 

inside for more details.  Note that our District Commander, Greg Shay and wife, Connie will be attending 

this event. 

A big thanks to Ted Faber, Sid Thrash and Reid Gantt for submitting such timely articles for this month’s 

publication.  Each is noteworthy and worth your time.   

Commander Rosa 

 
Next Bridge Meeting:   September 25th at 7:00 pm at Rosa Whitmore’s home 
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This month's news from the National concerning membership.  (September) 

For this month we have another suggestion from R/C Bob Howd, SN-CN, chair of the Membership Committee: 

Be Ready for New Members 
Be ready for new members whenever they cross your path. Carry an application form with your card at-
tached.  That way, the applicant knows who to send it to when they fill it out. If you have the opportunity, fill it out 
for them. The form, MEMCOM1, is available online.  Email: Robert Howd 

********************************************************************************************************************************** 

Does Your Vessel Meet All Safety Requirements of US Coast Guard? Submitted by Reid Gantt 

If you are  boarded by the US Coast Guard (or NC Wildlife Commission Officers), will you get a ticket for not 
meeting mandatory requirement?  The following are mandatory: 

  * Registration Documentation - Have copy of state or federal registration on board 

  * Display of Vessel Registration Numbers (for boats powered) in right size 

  * Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) enough for all persons aboard (serviceable and right size) 

  * Visual Distress Signals (Day/Night) - for powered boats over 16'; smoke/flares serviceable and not past 
expiration date 

  * Fire Extinguishers - All powered boats with fuel tanks; 1 type B-1 for boats under 26'; 2 for 26' to 40'; 3 for 
40'+ 

  * Ventilation - applies to gasoline-powered boats with closed compartments; must have natural or powered 
ventilation 

  * Backfire Flame Control - Every boat with gasoline engine - except outboards - must have backfire flame 
control 

  * Sound Producing Devices/Bell - Boats up to 39.4' including personal watercraft require a whistle; larger 
boats requires horn or bell 

  * Navigation Lights - Nav. lights required at darkness and reduced visibility.  Lights, either battery or electric 
must work 
  * Pollution Placard - Vessels 26' and greater with machinery spaces, must display a placard warning no oil 
pollution/discharge 

  * MARPOL Trash Placard - Vessels 26' and greater must display a placard notifying riders of no overboard 
trash 

  * Marine Sanitation Devices - All vessels with installed toilet facilities must have an operable marine sanita-
tion device on board 

  * Navigation Rules - Vessels 39.4' and greater when operating on inland waters must carry copy of Naviga-
tion Rules. 

  * State and Local Requirements - Vessels must meet any additional state or local requirements 

 

Contact Vessel Safety Examiner Reid Gantt for a FREE Vessel Safety Exam at 910-988-1814 or 
reidgantt@aol.com 

 

 

https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=7ad05b29d4&e=4f700edcc8
mailto:rhowd1@ec.rr.com
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Please join FSPS 

Annual Fish Fry—4:00 pm until ? 

We welcome District 27 Commander, Greg Shay and wife, 

Connie as they will be visiting for this event. 

We will start back our regular monthly meetings for the fall 

after a great summer of boating on Saturday, September 29, 

2018 (note not on Tuesday) with our annual fish fry.  We 

have some seasoned fish fryers and the best hush puppies 

in town.   

Please note that drinks, cole slaw and baked beans will be 

provided by the Squadron. 

 

 

We ask that you help by bringing any other side dish or des-

sert to go along with the fish, cole 

slaw, baked beans and hush pup-

pies. 
 

Flounder filets cooked to perfection by our own Past Commander, 
Ted. 

 

 

 

 

 
Golden hush puppies served to complement all other dishes. 

http://www.fishmountstore.com/flounder-24-inch-half-mount-fiberglass-fish-replica/ 

https://www.123rf.com/photo_57536186_stock-vector-hushpuppies.html 
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“Swinging the Lead” 
Usurps from Philip K. Allan, Naval fiction 

https://www.phillipkallan.com 
Submitted by Ted Faber 

Leads, or plummets, have been used for centuries by mariners as a crude but effective way of 
measuring the depth of the sea. A sailor would be placed in the bow of a ship, normally in the fore-
chains on the weather side, and given a lead attached to the end of a twenty five fathom line, with 
the various depths marked on it. The depression in the bottom of the lead could be filled with sticky 
tallow, if the nature of the sea bed needed to be ascertained. In times of poor visibility, the material 
that stuck to it (sand, mud, shingle etc) could provide clues about location. As the ship progressed, 
the lead was swung in a circle to gain momentum, and then thrown ahead of the bow. When the 
vessel passed over the lead as it rested on the seabed, and the line was vertical, the depth could be 
read off. Once this was done, the rope was hauled back onboard for the next cast.  
 
This was highly skilled work, which had to be carried out accurately in all weathers, including at 
night. Because use of a lead normally only happened when the ship’s captain was uncertain of his 
location, a wrongly reported depth could prove disastrous. The line used had to be marked in a way 
that could be interpreted by a sailor, who in many cases would have been illiterate, and in any event 
might have to rely on feel alone on a black night. Over the years a system was devised that used 
markers made from materials in a variety of both colors and textures, attached to the line at the vari-
ous depths. For example, ten fathoms was shown by a square of leather with a hole in it, while 
twenty fathoms was marked with a knotted cord. In addition to leather and rope, white canvas, red 
bunting and blue serge were used in various combinations to denote other depths. Each material 
had both a different appearance in daylight, and a unique shape and feel in the dark.  
 
Shortly after the end of the First World War, the first depth finders were produced, using the time 
taken for a sound to bounce back off the seabed to determine depth, and as they became more 
widely available, the days of using a lead line were numbered. Now commercial depth sounders are 
freely available for even modest sized boats. Sailors no longer need to use lead lines, but the shad-
ow of this long-dead practice still exists in the English language. The accusation that someone is 
“swinging the lead” means that they are appearing to work diligently, when in reality they are not 
achieving anything. Its nautical origins are clear, but at first glance it seems to be a rather strange 
expression to apply to the leadsman of a ship. As we have seen, working a lead was both skilled 
and responsible work. However, it was also physically demanding, and the person performing the 
task often became soaked through as they hauled large quantities of wet rope back onboard. The 
task had two components to it. First, a period of swinging of the lead to generate the momentum for 
a cast, rather like a cowboy with a lasso. This was showy, but relatively comfortable and dry work. 
The second part was the actual cast and hauling in of the line, together with its heavy weight. It 
would have been tempting for a tired or lazy seaman to reduce the number of casts he needed to 
perform by devoting more time to the first part of the operation than the second, earning them the 
accusation that they were “swinging the lead”, rather than casting it. 
  

 
 

 

https://www.philipkallan.com/blog-1/tag/lead%20lines
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D27 Fall Council/Conference  
I am pleased to inform our membership that the Announcement, Agenda, Registration Form, and Hotel link for the 
D27 Fall Council/Conference being held at the Atlantic Beach DoubleTree Hotel on October 19-20 are now in the 
D27 Website Calendar.   

 https://uspsd27.org/php/d27Calendar.php  

 For your convenience, in there are links to all of the documents and the fillable Registration Form. You may want to 
look at the  

Announcement first to see highlights of all of the activities scheduled including an Operations Training Course (Fri),   
Squadron Commander's Meeting (Fri), Beach Party Reception (Fri), Silent Auction (Fri/Sat), Apparel Exchange (Fri/
Sat),  

Special Guest Speaker from the NC Office of State Archeology (Sat), Update on USPS Membership Benefits Presen-
tation (Sat), Member & Awards Luncheon (Sat), Town Hall Meeting with National Rep and panel of Stf/Cdrs to an-
swer all of your questions (Sat), and finally the Members Reception and Banquet with Square Dance group entertain-
ment. Western wear is encouraged for the banquet or appropriate attire.  

 I think you will find this Fall Meeting to be both entertaining and informative and I welcome you to attend. You do 
not have to be a squadron or district officer to attend - all members are welcome and we especially encourage first-
timers. Please come join us for this special event.  

 Deadline for Hotel Registration is 9/18. There is a discount for early registration until 9/18.  

********************************************************************************************** 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL HIGHLIGHTS, AUGUST 19, 2018 

Pictures submitted by Ted Faber  

Homemade ice cream churned by 

hand!  Strawberry and Milky Way 

Bar.  Toppings galore!! Hmm, 

hmm 

good! 
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WALKING THE PLANK 

Written & Submitted by Sid Thrash 

It’s late April and we have one of those rare weekends coming up, daytime temperature in the mid 70’s with nights dropping into 

the 50’s.  The boat fever is upon me.  Everyone else has plans so I guess it will be a solo trip. 

After a Dr. appointment and packing I make a late start but I should get settled in before it gets dark.  A quick stop at a fast food 

for carryout and I pulled in as the sun was setting.   

There was a brisk South West wind blowing and a chill in the air. Two loads of supplies and the cooler and all my stuff was sitting 

on the pier.  The wind had pushed the boat away from the pier, about 3 feet, also it had caused the water level to drop about 2 

feet leaving the boat hard aground and too far out to board it without jumping.  I don’t jump to good anymore.  We have an old 

dock board that we use for a gangplank, it was kinda steep but by holding on to a breast line I was able to safely get aboard.  A 

few trips across the gangplank and I was feeling pretty good, it was getting pretty dark and a little chilly but just 2 more bags and 

the cooler and I would have it all, then I could relax and eat.  

So I stopped in the middle of the gangplank trying to think of a way to get the cooler aboard with one hand, since I had to hold on 

with one. 

I opened my eyes and realized I was sitting in the mud underwater. I though it funny at first, I knew the water was less than 4 feet 

deep since the boat was aground so all I needed to do was stand up.  Then I started to feel the cold of the water. I stood up and 

made my way around to the stern of the boat to use the ladder on it to climb out. The line used to tie it up was wrapped several 

times around and then secured with two half hitches.  I always tie it up with a slip knot and leave the tail hanging down so it can 

be pulled from the water and drop the ladder.  When the diver had changed the zincs on the boat he had retied it. 

It’s 185 feet back to land and the beginning of the pier, the last 30 feet through head high reeds.  It was going to be a long cold 

walk. I had a lot of time to think as I walked back in 3 ½ foot deep water with about 6 inches of mud on the bottom.  1. I was wear-

ing my good set of clothes; all the ones I brought were work clothes.  2. I had on my new shoes. 3. The key fob for the truck was 

in my pocket and I did not bring the spare. 4. It was starting to get colder and darker. 

I only fell down 2 times and crawled up on the pier about 10 feet out.  Now I still needed to get back on the boat and get all my 

supplies on board.  In the fast fading light I found 2 old dock boards that had washed ashore. I laid them out on top of each other 

and raised and braced them up and stepped into the middle of them, they held up no cracking.  I placed them out to the boat and 

made a cautious trip across.   Success!  I unloaded the cooler on the pier into bags instead of trying to carry it across. 

At 2115 I have it all aboard. I removed all my muddy wet clothes and left them in the cockpit. I checked the temperature it was 61 

deg.  Once I got below I heated a big pot of water and washed away all the mud.  I found out I had cut my right hand on some-

thing, all full of crud. No other cuts were found but the next day I found bruises on my upper back and on both of my upper legs. 

After my bath I got out the peroxide and alcohol and started to work on the cut hand, I used clean paper towels and scrubbed the 

cut to get out all the dirt, then washed it with alcohol, then a piece of gauze and tape. Next, I disassembled the key fob, it looked 

like the rubber seal did its job and no water got to the electronics.   

Now I could relax and eat. There might have been an adult beverage even. 
  

I was lucky. 
 

I only had the one cut. I did have to reclean it the next day it became inflamed. 

The water was in the upper 50s 

I did not hit my head on the way down 

The water was shallow enough I could wade in it 

The key fob did not short out 

I did not have my phone in my pocket 



 

 

 

Promoting Safe Boating 

Through Education 
Rosa Whitmore, EDITOR 

1510 Marlborough Road 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

www.fayettevillesps.wordpress.com 

 
Contact FSPS leaders and committee chairs: 
 
 
Commander & Education:  Rosa Whitmore—gingerspal@aol.com 
 
Executive Officer:  Bob Brandenburg—RWBrand@aol.com 
 
Admin Officer:  Lee Newcomb—lnewcomb@nc.rr.com 
 
Secretary:  Cliff Parker—snuffles96@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer:  Ted Faber—tedfaber46@yahoo.com 
 
Membership/Operations:  Sid Thrash—sidt942@aol.com 
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FSPS Website 

fb.com/fayettevillepowersquadron 

FSPS Facebook Page 

http://www.fayettevillesps.wordpress.com
http://www.fayettevillesps.wordpress.com

